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South Africa’s COVID-19 Response
President Cyril Ramaphosa

1. Declared a national state of disaster in terms of the Disaster Management Act On 
15th March 2020: .

2.   Established an Inter Ministerial National Command Council consisting of:
– Minister of Health
– Minister of Social Development
– Minister of Economic Development
– Minister of Higher Education, Science and Technology
– Minister of Basic Education
– Minister of Finance
– Ministers of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs, 
– Minister of Justice and Correctional Services
– Minister of Police
– Minister of Energy.



South Africa’s COVID-19 Expert team
1. Ministerial Advisory Committee?

Lead by Prof Abdool Karim, consists of specialists in infectious diseases, 
virologists, epidemiologists, public health  practitioners, mathematical 
modellers, laboratory specialists, social scientists and health  care experts from 
across the country.

2. Sub committees
i. The committee of clinicians, chaired by Professor Marc Mendelson 
of the University of Cape  Town, is working on the guidelines which includes 
how to determine what is a case, deciding  on admission criteria, what 
approaches should be taken as to who gets a ventilator.
ii. The laboratory testing committee, chaired by Professor Koleka
Mlisana of the National  Health Laboratory Service, is advising on how to scale 
up testing and what test kits are best.
iii. The public health committee, chaired by Professor Shabir Madhi of 
Wits University, is  focusing on what the public health response should be. This 
committee’s advice was sought  on the plan to deploy 10 000 community 
health workers who will go out to do field screening  and testing.
iv. The fourth committee is the research committee, chaired by 
Professor Glenda Gray of the  Medical Research Council.



South Africa’s Covid-19 epidemic:
Trends - 17th April 2020

Expected 
Trajectory

Actual increase

First confirmed case
5th March 2020

Total deaths as at
17th April = 50

Total confirmed
Positive cases 
2783
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The majority of the patients is South Africa are mild.
1. As of 15th April 2020, there are a total of 241 hospitalized 
patients in the private and public sectors.
2. There are 36 patients in ICU of which 27 are in the private 
sector. 
3. There are 23 patients of these patients are on a ventilator 
of which 15 are in the private sector. 
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South Africa’s Covid-19 response
Stage 4: surveillance and active case finding

Community Screening:

1. South Africa has a unique component to its response: active case finding.
2. 10 000 Community Health Workers have been deployed to do door-to-door

case finding. By 15th April, 886 225 people have been screened in the 
community and  11 043 have been referred. The target is 1 million screened
by 19th April 2020.

3. The focus is on high burden and surrounding areas i.e. hotspots.

Contact tracing:

1. As of 15 th April, 12 845 contacts have been screened and 10 950 have been 
traced across the provinces.





Next stages of South Africa’s response
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