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Guyana
Overview 
I-TECH has been working in collaboration with Ministry of Health and the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Global AIDS Program (CDC-GAP) 
since 2005 to support capacity building in Guyana. In September 2005, the Guyana 
National Training Coordination Centre (GYNTCC) was established to coordinate and 
ensure high quality training in HIV and AIDS care and treatment nationwide, according to 
national policy and international standards. I-TECH also supports the national website,  
www.hiv.gov.gy, to improve information sharing, management, and coordination of HIV and 
AIDS efforts in Guyana. 

Program Highlights
Guyana National Training Coordination 

Centre (GYNTCC). The Ministry established 
the GYNTCC to address the need for stan-
dardized national pre-service and in-service 
HIV and AIDS curricula, and the ability to 
coordinate and track all HIV-related training to 
ensure a well-prepared HIV workforce. 

The GYNTCC is closely guided by its 
16-member advisory board formed in 
January 2006. The board, which includes 
representatives from the Ministry of Health 
and Guyana’s health professional coun-
cils, meets on a quarterly basis to discuss 
GYNTCC activities and to provide input on 
existing and emerging HIV training needs of 
health care workers in Guyana.  Eleven in-
country donors and implementing partners 
also attend the meetings.

National Training Calendar. The GYNTCC 
developed a national HIV and AIDS Care and 
Treatment Training Calendar. The quarterly 

training calendar provides ready access for 
health professionals and other stakeholders 
to all HIV and AIDS care and treatment train-
ing activities carried out by the Ministry of 
Health and partner agencies. 

Training Information Monitoring Sys-

tem (TIMS) Database. GYNTCC is respon-
sible for tracking all HIV and AIDS-related 
care and treatment trainings that take place 
in Guyana. The Guyana National Training 
Coordination Centre is using the Training 
Information Monitoring System (TIMS) 
Database adapted from JPHIEGO to track 
training activities, participants, and trainers.

Guyana’s National HIV and AIDS Web-

site. The website, www.hiv.gov.gy, was 
created to: promote an understanding and 
awareness of the Government of Guyana 
National HIV and AIDS Strategic Plan; 
encourage coordination and collaboration 
among implementing partners through 
information-sharing; and increase access 
to HIV and AIDS information, resources, 
and tools for health professionals, mem-
bers of the media, and the general public. 
The website has both interactive and static 
media; features include a virtual library, an 
events calendar, a news archive, and HIV 
and AIDS service listings. 

Pre-Service HIV and AIDS Curricula.  

The GYNTCC is working closely with the 
various health professional schools in the 

I - T E C H  C O U N T R Y  P R O G R A M  P R O F I L E

The I-TECH Guyana office is  located in the 
Health Sciences Education Unit of the Ministry 
of Health, which aids in collaboration.



Training Materials
Training modules and products developed to date include:
• �HIV/AIDS Basics for Nurses.  The aim of the training course 

is to provide basic information for nurses on HIV, AIDS, and 
antiretroviral therapy.

• �HIV/AIDS and Pharmacists Training.  The goal of the training 
is  to train pharmacists to adequately procure, administer, and 
dispense antiretroviral drugs as part of their role in providing and 
supporting state-of-the art care for people infected with HIV.

• �HIV in Dental Practice. The aim of the workshop was to 
empower dentists and dentex in the delivery of quality oral 
and dental care to HIV and AIDS patients as well as to pro-
mote HIV and AIDS awareness and prevention.

• �Guyana Standardized Training Monitoring & Evalua-

tion Package. This package is designed to assist training 
programs in Guyana by providing validated monitoring and 
evaluation tools and information on adapting these tools to 
specific training activities.

Partnerships
I-TECH Guyana collaborates with the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention-Global AIDS Program (CDC-GAP) 
Guyana, François-Xavier Bagnoud (FXB) Center, Pan Ameri-

country to assist in the integration of HIV and AIDS care and 
treatment content into pre-servie curricula.

In-Service HIV and AIDS Curricula. In collaboration with the 
Ministry of Health and partner agencies, I-TECH is developing 

national standardized in-service curricula on HIV and AIDS for 
nurses, pharmacists, and dentists. Extensive involvement of lo-
cal experts and leaders has enabled stakeholder input and buy-
in, ensuring that the materials will be a valuable resource for all.

can Health Organization (PAHO), World Health Organization 
(WHO), United States Agency for International Development 
(USAID)/Guyana, Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/
AIDS (UNAIDS), Guyana Ministry of Health, National HIV/AIDS 
Programme Secretariat (NAPS), Guyana HIV/AIDS Reduction 
Project (GHARP), Guyana Safer Injection Project, GPlus, Guy-
ana’s Professional Health Councils, and University of Guyana.

Data on HIV and AIDS in Guyana:

•� �In 2006, the estimated prevalence of HIV was estimated 
at 2.4% of the total population of 750,000 (UNAIDS 
Epidemic Report, 2006.)

• �As of 2006, the total number of reported case of persons 
living with HIV and AIDS is 7,831.

• �The highest prevalence rate is currently seen in the 
25-34 year-old age group.

• �Heterosexual transmission is the most common form of 
transmission.

• �As of June 2007, 1,844 persons were on antiretrovirals. 
(National AIDS Programme Secretariat of the Ministry of 
Health.)

Guyana’s Award-Winning Website
I-TECH's first project in Guyana was provision of technical sup-
port to the development of an electronic resource center for 
sharing information among partnering organizations, enhanc-
ing coordination, and increasing collaboration.  This idea was 
broadened to a website with information not only for these 
organizations, but also for health professionals, young people, 
the general user, and the media. 

A development committee was created to guide the website’s 
design such that it caters to the target audience, and a techni-
cal review committee was formed to manage content. The 
development process involved building databases for interac-
tive features, designing the layout and navigation, identifying 
and adding relevant content, and conducting a usability test.  
The site was officially launched in December 2005.  

In July 2007, the website was 
nominated by DevNet for a 
World Summit Award (www.
wsis-award.org).  The World 
Summit Award is a global 
initiative of the United Nation’s 
World Summit on Information 
Society, which selects and 
promotes the world’s best 
e-content. In September 2007, 
the World Summit Award 
Office International Center 
for New Media announced 
that the Guyana National HIV and AIDS Programme website 
was selected as one of the best practice examples of quality 
e-content in the world. 

I-TECH is the International Training and Education Center on HIV. I-TECH, a collaboration between University of 
Washington and University of California, San Francisco, was established in 2002 by the U.S. Health Resources and 
Services Administration (HRSA) in collaboration with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Global AIDS 
Program (CDC-GAP). For more information about I-TECH’s activities and the countries in which we work, visit  
www.go2itech.org.
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