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Context

The International Training and Education Center on HIV (I-TECH) supports capacity development of healthcare providers in 25 countries.  HIV clinical mentors and trainers require continuing education (CE) to successfully respond to the HIV epidemics in their countries, however, CE often takes the most essential staff off-site, leaving a void in clinical and training settings.  
Approach

The challenge of providing effective and efficient continuing education to in-country professionals requires innovative solutions.   The University of Washington (UW) Graduate Certificate Program in HIV-STIs
, School of Medicine and School of Nursing, along with I-TECH, piloted a distance learning experience by broadcasting the UW course, “The Clinical Management of HIV and STDs” during the winter quarter 2007 (January-March, 2007). Using web conferencing software, this UW course enrolled 30 students in Haiti and 13 students in Kenya.
I-TECH/UW established and tested videoconference connectivity to the 3 centers in Haiti and 1 center in Nairobi, Kenya.  During the course, students attend weekly 2-hour seminars and complete case-based homework assignments and quizzes through the course website.  I-TECH is conducting an evaluation of the distance learning experience in Haiti and Kenya including: focus groups or individual interviews with course participants; review of course materials, quizzes, and written evaluations; and interviews with instructors.  
Outcomes and Challenges
Distance learning presents new opportunities and challenges for CE to clinicians and trainers worldwide, allowing participation in state-of-the-art trainings without leaving behind in-country responsibilities.  Preliminary challenges we found in this pilot included securing reliable internet connectivity, supporting participants with limited computer literacy, engaging participants in interactive case-based seminars, and adapting content to be relevant both to U.S.-based trainees in high-resource settings and to an international audience in a limited-resource setting.  Slow or unreliable internet access seemed to be an important barrier for individual students to meet course requirements.
Key Recommendations

The evaluation of the experience with this course in Haiti and Kenya will generate recommendations regarding implementation of distance learning methodologies as well as the adaptation of US-based HIV/AIDS course content to an international audience.  Our goal is to understand the best ways to harness distance technologies in order to foster true bilateral exchanges of HIV practice knowledge between HIV workers in resource-constrained and resource-rich settings.  
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